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29 september
India’s First EV Truck Fleet Flagged Off at JNPA

In a landmark step toward sustainable logistics, India’s first fleet of electric heavy-duty trucks with swappable batteries was
launched at the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) on September, 2025. The fleet was flagged off by Union Minister of
Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, at Nhava Sheva Distribution Terminal, marking a key milestone in

India’s efforts to decarbonise port operations.
A % Ut $alt Zeh oL hl AUAUT 7 & 3ieh femms 8

TRIT AT o6t fammT # Toh UfeTiée: shad 38Td U, THder 2025 | SETEe o6& Setie SRR (STHT) # Totee el
Tl FeHToreh Dall-SAET ZohT o TR oh T SIS T J[MTCH ohalT TRIT) 390 SIS ohl Shaild SIaTTTe, STeTSIHT ST Ster it wt off wafia
HIFTe + =51 RaT foreor et o &t 3t femameht T foraT, STt SiaUTTe HeTei i e Heh i o WId o STEl § T
TRl HicT 3T TR 2

India Nominates IIT-Madras as UN Al Centre of Excellence

India has taken a significant step toward global leadership in Artificial Intelligence (Al) by nominating the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras (IIT-Madras) as a UN Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Al. The nomination, made by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), was announced at a high-level UN event in New York, signaling India’s

growing commitment to Al capacity building, skilling, and inclusive digital development, especially in the Global South.
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UPI Launches in Qatar, Boosting Digital Payments Abroad

In a significant step toward internationalizing India’s digital payments ecosystem, the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has
gone live in Qatar, starting with duty-free outlets at Hamad International Airport in Doha. This move makes Qatar the eighth

country to accept UPI, expanding its usability for Indian travelers abroad.
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Ahmedabad to Host 11th Asian Aquatics Championship 2025

The city of Ahmedabad is set to host the 11th Asian Aquatics Championship from September 28 to October 11, 2025,
marking the first time India is organizing this prestigious continental event. The venue, Veer Savarkar Sports Complex in

Narangpura, was recently inaugurated and now joins the ranks of international-standard sports infrastructure in India.
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Anand Piramal Named Chairman of Piramal Finance

Anand Piramal has been appointed as the Chairman of Piramal Finance, stepping into the role after the exit of his father, Ajay
Piramal, following the recent merger of Piramal Enterprises. This leadership transition marks a significant milestone for the

Piramal Group’s non-banking financial arm, now headed by Anand Piramal.
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Ravichandran Ashwin Becomes First Indian to Join BBL

Ravichandran Ashwin, India’s veteran off-spinner, has made history by becoming the first capped Indian male cricketer to
sign with a Big Bash League (BBL) team. He will represent Sydney Thunder in the upcoming BBL 2025-26 season,
breaking a long-standing barrier in Indian cricket. Until now, the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) had prohibited

active Indian male players from participating in foreign T20 leagues.
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Amrit Bharat express trains between Erode and Jogbani



The Amrit Bharat Express between Erode (Tamil Nadu) and Jogbani (Bihar) commenced service on September 2025. It
passes through several states and offers connectivity over a distance of about 3,132 km. The superfast train is non-air-

conditioned, with sleeper-class and unreserved coaches. This new train will cover a distance of 3,129 km in 63:50 hrs.
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FSSAI Launches Licensing Portal for Ayurveda Aahara Products

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has officially launched a dedicated licensing and registration
window for Ayurveda Aahara products on its FoSCoS (Food Safety Compliance System) portal. This move marks a
significant step in standardizing and formalizing traditional Ayurvedic food practices under modern food safety regulations.
In partnership with the Ministry of Ayush, this initiative aligns India’s vast traditional food wisdom with scientific regulation

and commercialization pathways, supporting both public health and industry expansion.
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Tiirkiye—US Nuclear Deal Signals New Global Energy Power Shift

In a major geopolitical and energy breakthrough, Tiirkiye and the United States signed a Strategic Civil Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement on September, 2025, during President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s high-profile visit to the White House. The
agreement marks a significant step in deepening bilateral ties, particularly in the high-tech domain of nuclear energy, with

wide-ranging implications for energy security, technological cooperation, and regional influence.
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Dubai to Launch 15-km Corridor for Driverless Transport by 2026



In a major leap toward smart transportation, Dubai’s Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) has announced the launch of the
Dubai Autonomous Zone (DAZ)—a 15-kilometre dedicated corridor for driverless vehicles and marine transport. The
initiative, revealed at the Dubai World Congress for Self-Driving Transport, aligns with Dubai’s ambition to make 25% of

daily trips autonomous by 2030.
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Clutch, Maple & Zayu Unveiled as FIFA 2026 Mascots

FIFA has officially unveiled the mascots for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, introducing Clutch the Bald Eagle, Maple the
Moose, and Zayu the Jaguar as the animated ambassadors for the tournament. These mascots represent the three co-host
nations—the United States, Canada, and Mexico, respectively—and aim to embody the spirit of unity, joy, and global
celebration that defines the World Cup. The announcement, made on September, 2025, is part of the lead-up to what will be
the biggest FIFA World Cup yet, with the tournament expanding to 48 teams and featuring 104 matches across North

America.
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Sergio Busquets Announces Retirement After 20-Year Football Career

Sergio Busquets, one of the most decorated and intelligent midfielders in football history, has announced that he will retire at
the end of the 2025 MLS season. Inter Miami’s final regular-season game is set for October 12, 2025, against Atlanta United,
followed by a possible playoff run that could culminate in the MLS Cup Final on December 6—marking the final months of

Busquets’ playing career.
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Indian government appoints first mushroom scientist to head BSI

In a groundbreaking moment for India’s scientific community, Dr Kanad Das took charge as the 13th Director of the

Botanical Survey of India (BSI) on September, 2025, becoming the first mycologist to head the prestigious institute. The



BSI, under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), has played a vital role in cataloguing and

conserving India’s plant biodiversity since its establishment in 1890.
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IIT Madras and Hero MotoCorp Sign MoU to Collaborate in Research and Employee Skill Development

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras, and Hero MotoCorp have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
to collaborate in various areas of research, education, and employee skill development. Under this collaboration, Hero

MotoCorp will consider establishing scholarships for IIT Madras researchers and providing projects to IIT Madras students.
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PM Modi Releases Stamp and Coin to Mark 100 Years of RSS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a special commemorative postage stamp and coin to mark the centenary celebrations
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The event honoured the 100-year journey of the organisation, founded in 1925
in Nagpur by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar.
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President Murmu Presents Special Honour to President’s Bodyguard on 75 Years of Service

In a historic and ceremonial moment, President Droupadi Murmu presented the Diamond Jubilee Silver Trumpet and
Trumpet Banner to the President’s Bodyguard (PBG) at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The event marked 75 years since the unit was

designated as the President’s Bodyguard in 1950, recognising its glorious service, traditions, and professionalism.
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Govt to Mandate Sound Alerts in EVs from October 2027

The Indian government is set to introduce a mandatory sound alert system for electric vehicles (EVs) from October 1, 2027,
to improve road safety. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has proposed that all new electric cars,
buses, and trucks be equipped with an Acoustic Vehicle Alerting System (AVAS) to help pedestrians and other road users

detect the otherwise near-silent EVs.
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India’s FTA with EFTA to Start October 2025 Announced by Goyal

India is set to operationalize its first Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with a European bloc as the Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with EFTA countries—Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein—comes into effect
on QOctober, 2025. Announced by Union Minister Piyush Goyal, this FTA represents a landmark in India’s global trade

strategy, combining tariff concessions with a massive investment promise from advanced economies.
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1992-Batch IAS Officer Rajeev Verma to Become Delhi Chief Secretary

In a'significant bureaucratic move, Rajeev Verma, an IAS officer of the 1992 batch (AGMUT cadre), has been appointed as
the Chief Secretary of Delhi, effective October 2025. He will succeed Dharmendra, who is set to retire on 30 September. The
decision, made by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, involves transferring Verma from his current post in Chandigarh to

Delhi.
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Chris Woakes Retires from International Cricket After 14-Year Career

England’s reliable seam-bowling all-rounder Chris Woakes has announced his retirement from international cricket. The 36-
year-old, who made his debut in 2011, closes a career spanning 14 years, during which he represented England across
formats with distinction. Known for his swing bowling, lower-order batting, and sportsmanship, Woakes leaves behind a

legacy marked by World Cup triumphs, Ashes heroics, and unmatched resilience on the field.
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Construction Ban - Pallikaranai Marshland

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has ordered a stop to all construction activities within one kilometre of the Pallikaranai
Marshland. This decision was taken Suo motu based on media reports of landfilling and construction inside the
Perumbakkam wetland. Perumbakkam village, located 246 metres from the marsh boundary, was identified as the affected

site. The Pallikaranai Marshland was declared a Ramsar Site in 2022 and plays a key role in flood mitigation.
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Gaj Rakshak App to Monitor Elephants in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve

Authorities at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh are turning to technology to address the growing challenge
of human-elephant conflict. The recently launched ‘Gaj Rakshak App’, inaugurated by Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on the

occasion of World Tiger Day in Bhopal, is now being deployed in the reserve to monitor elephants in real time.
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Cabinet Approves 3% DA Hike for Central Government Employees and Pensioners



The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a 3% hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) for
Central Government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) for pensioners. The hike, effective from October, 2025, will be
added to the existing rate of 55% of the Basic Pay/Pension. This decision aims to provide relief against rising inflation and

ensure that government employees and pensioners maintain their purchasing power.
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India, Bhutan Approve First Rail Links Projects

In a transformative step for regional integration, India and Bhutan have approved their first-ever cross-border railway links,
aimed at strengthening economic and strategic cooperation. These two new rail lines—Kokrajhar—Gelephu and Banarhat—
Samtse—represent a major advancement in bilateral connectivity, with significant potential to reshape trade, mobility, and

diplomatic ties between the two Himalayan neighbors.
A, T ¥ UEelt {1 Hdeh TRErsTTei i Hepdt &f

8T ehTeroT ot famTT H Uk TiNai=ohT shad 33Td Y, IRG 3T &M 5 379 Yt HHT-IR {et €oeh i Hd & 2, fment ez
T4 3 TOATcreh FEANT hT HSTel AT 81 & AT 75 LA TS —h IR S SRETE-HH—[Guef™ €eh § Tk 9g! Wty
=1 ffTiree ! €, T ST oAt Tife o s ST, TRt ST TSI Hefdl i 71 &9 o %! Fecaqol &l ol

Gaurav Banerjee to Lead Sony Pictures India Till 2029

Gaurav Banerjee will continue as Managing Director and CEO of Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI)—officially operating
under Culver Max Entertainment—until August 2029. This five-year extension, approved at the company’s Annual General

Meeting (AGM) in August 2025, signals leadership stability at one of India’s most prominent media and entertainment firms.
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Praveer Ranjan Takes Charge as CISF DG

In a major leadership reshuffle among India’s Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), two senior IPS officers of the 1993
batch have taken charge of key paramilitary organisations. Praveer Ranjan has been appointed as the Director General (DG)
of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), while Praveen Kumar has been appointed as the Director General of the

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP).
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12th World Para Athletics Championship 2025 Kicks Off in New Delhi

The 12th World Para Athletics Championship 2025 began on September, 2025, at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium (JLN), New
Delhi. The nine-day mega event, running till October 5, 2025, brings together more than 1,000 para-athletes from over 100

countries. India is hosting the championship for the first time, with a strong contingent of 70+ athletes.
12 fory O woreifearm <iftamtoT 2025 72 feett ® o

12t fore T wret e <o 2025 fodsr, 2025 1 SteTetere He& &feam (JLN), 75 fooef § 7% g81 5 HAF, 2025 T
el ot 2 Y el fem gae | 100 & SATET 230 % 1,000 W sArer W-uyele few o ® €1 9Rd geed S g Sfeaiim
TSI 3 78T &, o 70 § SATaT Toreiel T Ueh Heted 3t S 2

TN govt approves Rs 8 K-cr for Hogenakkal project

The Tamil Nadu government has granted in-principle approval for the ambitious Rs 8,428.50 crore Hogenakkal Water
Supply and Fluorosis Mitigation Project (Phase-III), to be implemented by the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
(TWAD) Board with assistance from the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). According to a Government Order
issued by D Karthikeyan, Principal Secretary, Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department, on September 2025,
the project will be executed with JICA's soft loan of Rs 4,384.10 crore, alongside contributions from the Government of India

(Rs 2,283.40 crore), State Government (Rs 1,172.50 crore), and Industries (Rs 588.50 crore).
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India’s First Private Helicopter Assembly Line: Tata to Build Airbus H125 in Karnataka

The Tata Group, in partnership with Airbus, is launching India’s first private-sector helicopter Final Assembly Line (FAL) at
Vemagal in Karnataka to produce the Airbus H125 helicopter. This initiative marks a significant milestone for India’s
aerospace industry, as the facility will assemble, test, and deliver both civil and military versions of the H125. Addressing

requirements for domestic as well as South Asian export markets.

WA <kl gget fAst FefterTeet Srarel TS <12l sl W Uaiad H125 okt fAutor st



2T THE, TITSTH oh |1 AT H, Ffiesh o AT § I ohl Geet! [=sil & 2hl eellehet HIgTeT STHsell s (FAL) & L &l
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HTERIHATHAT T T L)

Major General G Srinivas Takes Charge as Commandant of CDM, Secunderabad

Major General G Srinivas has officially assumed charge as the Commandant of the College of Defence Management (CDM),
Secunderabad. He takes over from Lieutenant General Harsh Chhibber, who has been promoted to the position of Director
General Information Systems. Prior to his appointment at CDM, Major General Srinivas was entrusted with the planning and

execution of operational logistics in the Western Command theatre.

TSR e At shifaama ¥ didton, fdhetaTe o wHiESE T UgWR 9Tt

TR ST St #fifame T SnRientiies R W shierst 311w fetha Asmie (diium), fishetee & haiee o1 YeHr T8 o foam 8] 3=
Aftrede SRt e fessert 1 o foren 2, 8 wreTfrasTeh ST Soett o6 9e W qai=Ta foram o 21 Efeiem & stoeft fgfer & vea,
TSR ST fifam =t ufrdt a8 H qiEned e hY TSHT 7R hrai-ra ot hrRiHT HigT T o)

ICC, UNICEF Launch ‘Promise to Children’ Campaign

In a powerful fusion of sport and social responsibility, the International Cricket Council (ICC) and UNICEF have launched
the ‘Promise to Children’ digital campaign during the 2025 ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup. The initiative seeks to engage
players, fans, and the global cricket community in pledging support for equal opportunities and rights for children,

particularly the most vulnerable.
ATSHTHT, THAF = 'Toal § A1&T AT I forat

T S WTHTIS ST o6 ok TRIh SATS 4, AU fohche AR (STTEHTHT) ST I o 2025 SATSEHE Al fohohe foa
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T Y Y HHSI 541, o [oTq TH ATE 3 31feemrl o GAdT Al Hehed o1 oh 17T I T 2

World Archery Para Championships 2025: Sheetal Devi Wins Maiden Gold

In a stunning showcase of skill and resilience, India’s Sheetal Devi secured her maiden gold medal in the Women’s
Compound Open category at the 2025 World Para Archery Championships held in Gwangju, South Korea. The 18-year-old
para archer defeated Tiirkiye’s Oznur Cure Girdi, a three-time world champion and Paralympic gold medalist, with a score of

146—143 in a tense final that highlighted her growing stature on the global stage.

fary Tt 4 AU 2025: vivder <=t I AT g8t Ut ussh

IS ST Gl ohT Sgd T hTd G, I shi Titeret il = SFafor It oh Terimrs] H SRS 2025 forg 4 efiiersit <ifuemfig 3
TIEAT SHUTSS ST o 5 STUHT Y&l U1 Ueeh B1eeT (5ha| 18 I Oy dfierst = i oI sl forer <ifoem 3 S fes Zamt ueeh
forsta, et ol TS I TSt bt Weh ATl Wreeiet § 146-143 o T § &, fSe Afaeh H 0t 3o sfad e i 3SR fora]



SIDBI’s Net Profit Jumps 19.5% to All-Time High in FY25

The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has reported an impressive 19.5% growth in net profit for the
financial year 202425, reaching an all-time high 0f¥4,811 crore. This performance highlights SIDBI’s central role in India’s
MSME ecosystem and showcases its ability to grow profitably while maintaining impeccable asset quality. With a sharp
focus on digital innovation, green finance, and financial inclusion, SIDBI continues to position itself as a key pillar of India’s

economic development.
fore &t 2025 # et T 315 AW 19.5% TG AARITOTeh IoodH TX UX

W &1 3T forenrel ofeh (Rrgaft) 7 forr A 2024-25 % foTu 316 AT 19.5% oAl STrareTrelt g a1 6l €, ST 4,811 FUS %
FARITcTeh SoedH WL T U5 7T 2| IE Sax YR o THUHUTHS, qTifeferehl o & foresit sht shaiiar JfHeht i IR hLdT & 3R Ihe
T TOTRIT SHTE T §¢ ATWHE 9 8 SGH 9! SEeh! &1 ohi gxriaT g fefsreat Famem, aita fom siit fomfter wwmre o 3t
e e o are, et i o mifien foreRr o Ue e wiw & w9 H a1 feafa sAre gu R

Novotel Vijayawada Varun Bags ‘Best 5-Star Deluxe Hotel’ Award

The Novotel Vijayawada Varun has been recognised as the “Best 5-Star Deluxe Hotel” at the Andhra Pradesh Tourism
Excellence Awards 2025. The award honours the property’s blend of elegance, comfort, and premium hospitality, making it

the top choice for travelers in the region.

Tt TITaaTST J6UT Hl TANY 5- R SH leet T TERR

TG fersTaTeT areuT 2t 3TieT Yot Taie Seehudl kT 2025 | "Ha A8 5-FR e glea” % §9 § A=l & 1% 2] Ig TR 36
Bl oh! oI, TR TR Icoh¥ STTcred o 10T oh! TG ShLdT &, ST 56 36 &1 oh TR o foTe 3y forshed s 2|

CM Stalin directs officials to ensure foolproof storage of procured paddy

Chief Minister M K Stalin directed officials to ensure foolproof storage mechanisms for procured paddy across Tamil Nadu,
emphasising that every grain harvested through the hard work of farmers must be protected from damage until it reaches the
kitchen. Chairing a high-level review meeting his Alwarpet camp office, the Chief Minister interacted with Collectors from
the Delta districts — Nagapattinam, Thiruvarur, Mayiladuthurai, Thanjavur, and Cuddalore — along with senior officials

from the Departments of Cooperation, Food and Consumer Protection.
A TTior 3 SATereRTIET sht @IS T 9T T 9uT HERUT T o o e fag

I T3, Tt = AR ohl TS WX H Tl 1T 4T o foeTg qut sigror syraree giferd st o fder fou) 3= sa o
TSI T foh FoReTT ohi shel Hewd § STITY 71T 8L & ohl THS, Ao Tg o aoh T § STl SIHT =ITie| Hatde fRed 7o T
SR H Ueh Sel-Ealia GHflell Siaeh ohl 3Teaieqa shid gu, Jeas 4 Sl et - Armfem, fowas, aRergyus, dsieg i
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Union Cabinet Approves “Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses”

In a major push towards agricultural self-reliance, the Union Cabinet on October, 2025, approved a six-year programme titled
the Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses. Spanning from 2025-26 to 2030-31, the initiative comes with a significant
financial outlay of 11,440 crore, aiming to boost domestic pulses production to 350 lakh tonnes, reduce import dependency,

and secure income for nearly 2 crore farmers.
Fft w7 gore ® eenfsiar fave e

Y & H SATHITAT AT TG211 7 U oS had o & H, hsld HHHSH o TFZa 2025 1 IoAe H SATcHAT e 71k B8 aeffa
A T {1l 2025-26 8 2030-3 1 Tk =i ATl 36 T8 o [T %1 1,440 U 1 Hecaqul forfia aftezrer i foram mn g,
TSRt 3ET BIYe] TTe SCUTeH Sl 350 TG 2 qoh SEHT, STRITA U e ot AT ST T 2 TS foheTT ol STRr T e
2l

Union Minister Inaugurated NIELIT Digital University Platform

In a'significant step to expand digital learning opportunities across India, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today
inaugurated the NIELIT Digital University (NDU) platform in New Delhi. This initiative, launched under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, aims to make advanced tech education more accessible, especially in underserved

regions.
gt weft ¥ NIELIT fefreet afrafidt wewi w1 sgrea fran
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Minister Launches MY Bharat Mobile App for Youth Empowerment

Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya launched the MY Bharat Mobile Application in New Delhi on October 2025. This
move enhances accessibility of the MY Bharat platform—an online youth leadership and social engagement portal—by
bringing key services and opportunities to the fingertips of India’s young citizens. The app complements the existing

platform, making it easier for youth to participate via phones, especially in remote and rural areas.
AT FITTRERTUT o ToTT Wl o SAivel fehdl WIg WA HiaTsel U0

ehe HaAl SF. HTEE HeTioran § HHZa 2025 H 73 el # A1 Wi Hislsel W A==l fohaT| I8 e W o a1 THIEh shl Srrerdt
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India—EFTA TEPA Enters into Force with $100 B Investment Pledge

India’s trade diplomacy witnessed a historic breakthrough with the India—~EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) coming into force on October, 2025. Signed between India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)



nations—Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein—this is India’s first trade pact with a firm investment

commitment of USD 100 billion over the next 15 years, aimed at generating one million direct jobs in India.

ARA-FUHET HFUT 100 SRS STer o F39r 6 a1g & |y &y

Tl 61 SATTR FesAifel 3 UfereTirsh aher der fieft T HRA-SUhAT SR S i Wit wwgiar (@8 Tsi, 2025
TR 21 AT SR S R ek SATIT € (SUHENT) o 39 - Raesate, A1d, smgacie 3 e - % sffer sednaifid a8 wia &
ST SATIT THEIT & S/ 37Tel 15 a8t & 100 3R STfEhl Sier 3 ot it gg wfiersan 2, fSren 323 ra | 8 9 yere
TSI GiSTe T 2

Abhishek Sharma Breaks This Record in ICC T20I Batter Rankings

Indian left-hand opener Abhishek Sharma has etched his name in history by achieving a career-highest rating in the ICC
Men’s T20I batter rankings. His stellar performance in the Asia Cup propelled him past previous benchmarks, putting him at

the top of the global list.
AR 3T ¥ [CC T201 TeAaTH bt H 1St I8 fehis

IR SITE BT o HRATHT SectalTst AT AT A ICC T8 T201 SeetalTst Lo H 3T sHiE 3l Hallea LT BTiéiet e siaer H
T AT 31 oL o1 21 TRTAT o | 3o [MER JexH A 376 {Uoet @¥ft ATehT § ST 9gTd g oiféreh it & 3y ot ug=n fean 2|

Asheesh Pandey, Kalyan Kumar Appointed Bank CEOs for 3 Years

In a significant leadership reshuffle in India’s banking sector, the government has appointed Asheesh Pandey as the
Managing Director and CEO of Union Bank of India, and Kalyan Kumar as the MD and CEO of Central Bank of India. Both

appointments are for a three-year term, following the approval of the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC).
AT UTS 3T HeAToT HAR 3 AT o forg S dgen fgw

IR o ST &1 H e Wecaqu qcdl Ta o dad, §UhI = ST 7S i A sieh HToh Sheam 1 i fHawren A diga, i
VT AT AT TSl sfsh 3T ST 1 TSl SR Hige! e foham 21 shisie i frgft afufa (i) s well o sme, 3t P
GIEKICE PRI AN

IndiGo to launch direct Coimbatore—Ahmedabad flights from Oct 26

IndiGo will start direct flights between Coimbatore and Ahmedabad from October 26. The low-cost carrier will operate four
flights a week — on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays — using its Airbus A320 aircraft. IndiGo will be the only

airline to provide direct connectivity between the two cities.
TS 26 STaEaR A FHATG-ATASTATE o et Hieht IS T& it

3T 26 SFHZR T T N SFEHIIE o6 sfter &ffeft IgH 3% hfl| Ig Ferprrelt TS 370 TRad A320 fommi s Suam
Tk THTE H =R IS - HITCTIR, AT, JHAT ST a2l - S=ferd st Siemt aT Rredl o sfter weft shrferfae] Sem st st
THAT TILATST Bl
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India’s First Dugong Conservation Reserve Gets IUCN Recognition

In a landmark for marine conservation, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) officially recognized
India’s first Dugong Conservation Reserve, located in Palk Bay, Tamil Nadu, during the 2025 IUCN World Conservation
Congress. This recognition marks a crucial step in safeguarding one of India’s most endangered marine mammals — the

dugong.
WA % Tt T Eeeror festel st [UCN wreara fueft

HUST EEI0T o &P H Teh HEcd Ul haH o & H, S Sehfc €afor €& (IUCN) o 2025 IUCN fore Seetor il o SR afierrg
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T H & T - ST - o GOET0T ohl fowTT & Uoh Wecaui aH e

Government Hikes Minimum Support Prices for Rabi Crops

The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a significant Minimum Support Price (MSP) hike

for all mandated Rabi crops for the 2026-27 marketing season. This decision aims to ensure better returns for farmers and
promote crop diversification. Alongside this, a major initiative—the Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses—was also

launched to reduce import dependency and increase domestic production.
TR A Tt EHEAT oh AT T T | qhog bl

TETHAT 5 HIGT 3h ST H o HHSH o 2026-27 6 oo & o o wft 31 Tl et o =7a aHei 9o (MSP) #
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India Re-Elected to ICAO Council’s Part II Category

India has been re-elected to Part II of the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), a specialized
agency of the United Nations. The re-election, announced during the 42nd ICAO Assembly in Montreal, Canada, reaftirms

India’s status as one of the largest contributors to international civil air navigation infrastructure.
AR ATt aRwg o Wi [ o & g Faifea

TR 2l EGTh USg 3h T AfRTE Toiel, STauisdiar ArTie 38ea TTa (JTSETUST) o6t aitws o s 11 % fore g faffere foram man
1 FATST o Hifegdet | 4230 ATSHITHT T o SR SN T8 YA e e, USRI T FalTg i HeETer1 § §odl 99
ATETERATS § & Teh o ®9 § wa ot feerfer S qfy Fear 21

India Clinches One-Two in Men’s Javelin F44 at World Para Athletics



India produced a stunning one-two finish in the Men’s Javelin Throw F44 at the 2025 World Para Athletics Championships,
with Sandip Sanjay Sargar winning gold and Sandeep Chaudhary taking silver. This performance added to India’s growing

medal tally at the championships and underscored the nation’s strength in para-athletics.
forer Oar worer e & gt Y ATeTT theh F44 T0uT § AR 3 URST-GERT T BTieet o

WA 1 2025 Torg T wered oo <{fUemfim o qesl i 9 theh F44 Tl § IMER G Hid 5T Tecll-gol ST BTidet fopar, fomm
TETT ESTT TR A T0t 37 TelT e} 3 I97d Uaeh SiidT| 36 Y& o AU § R it sedt ggeh aTfotshl H SITHT foRaT 377 O-
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RBI Sets Up Payments Regulatory Board

In a significant structural shift, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a new six-member Payments Regulatory Board
(PRB) to oversee and regulate India’s payment systems. This move comes at a time when India’s digital payment landscape
is expanding rapidly, requiring more focused and adaptable oversight. The PRB replaces the earlier Board for Regulation and
Supervision of Payment and Settlement Systems (BPSS) and will function with broader authority and a more inclusive

structure, ensuring transparency, efficiency, and security in both domestic and cross-border payment systems.

RBI = TaT ames 91€ & e foat

T HEca (U] SCaHTcHe SeTd o ded, TRAT 11l sieh (RBI) 7 WA 26T STA SOMTferai shi s@d S e o foTe ueh g o%-
HEE ST {1 SIS (PRB) %1 Ta {61 21 I8 haH o 9 H 3ISHT T & STel W ol [Sfoeet yir aitgea dsit § fordr
@1 &, Ttk o 3tfereh s 3 Stgehera Fmet sht STTarearedT 21 PRB, YA 3R e somferi o fafamm i e
o ToqU qeiardt aitS (BPSS) shT T/ T ST S4Tdh SR 3T Sfereh qrrareft SCem o €rer i s, foradt sie] TR EHr-ar
VT STOTTToTat &1 # WRERRIT, J&TaT 3R et s gril

India Honoured with ISSA Award for Expanding Social Security Coverage

At the World Social Security Forum (WSSF) 2025 held in Kuala Lumpur, Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya

highlighted India’s remarkable journey in expanding social security coverage. He stated that over the last decade, India’s

coverage rose from 19 percent in 2015 to 64.3 percent in 2025, reaching over 940 million citizens — an achievement

officially recognised by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

TTHTRAS AT HAH o T ok fTT AR ot ISSA TWHR & GFATHG Tk T

FHTATAYL H TSI forey GraTioren geeam /< (WSSF) 2025 H, shsiier #afl ST, A HTeran  ArHTiSTeh YLt Fatst o fored #
AR sl G ITAT UX JehTST STeTT| 32l hal foh et Ueh 291k H, I ol hadst 2015 o 19 Tferd & Si@sht 2025 T 64.3
SR &1 T 8, 3T 94 U § 3fereh ATHehi ok U5l 7T € - I8 Ueh Ut 3ucifodt 2 fort STauisd &1 Eire (ILO) S STk
B9 Y W1 974 2

Fire & rescue dept clears 4,390 firecracker shops ahead of festive season



Tamil Nadu fire and rescue services approved 4,390 applications for firecracker shops out of 6,578 they received ahead of

Diwali. The licensing process was carried out under Explosives Act after inspections to ensure compliance with safety norms.
T HSAT & Tge AT T wrerrer foram 7 4,390 verait it gttt Hapdt ot

TG STRTHA Tl et Tl - feaTedl & ueed 916 6,578 UGl i GohHI o feTT 4,390 Aol bl Hell < il &l AHes] i
AT Qe e o fore fdveror o amq forewiesh stferfaam o ded e Sfsham o i )
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NHALI to Install QR Code Signs on Highways

In a significant step towards digital transformation and travel convenience, the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
has announced the installation of QR code signboards on national highways. The move aims to improve transparency, ensure
easy access to project-specific details, and enhance road safety for highway users. Launched under the broader goal of "ease
of commuting," this initiative is in line with the government's emphasis on smart infrastructure and technology-driven

governance.

TATEUSATE TR U FIAR IS TSNS T

fefSieat ftada 37t e gfarem i fawm & T Aeul aw I3Td B, T T TSHTT TR (TTCATSATS) +f TSR TSI 0
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I TSI STARTRATST o6 FoTT Tk et ohi @I 8 "SATEFTHH & GHT" & SAT9eh (& o q8d I ohl T3 I8 T8, T1E -amdt
e S SN E=Tierd I T EEhI o SR o 3776 <

BRO Builds World’s Highest Road at 19,400 ft

In an extraordinary engineering milestone, the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed the world’s highest
motorable road at a staggering 19,400 feet above sea level in Ladakh, breaking its own previous world record. Built under

Project Himank, this road passes through Mig La Pass, surpassing the earlier record set at Umling La (19,024 ft) in 2021.
STt 7 19,400 e <ht S5errs ux ST At wed St wgen 74TE

HAT Hgeh TS (ST  Ueh ST SSfifafiT Sudisd eiet shid gU, Terd H #9E del § 19,400 HI2 i ST W g bt
G Sl [T A Tgoh ot 0T o &, forem 319 & fuse fag fanie are foan R) wiiee fewies & aga ffda o wes e
S BT ST 7, T 2021 H SARHT &1 (19,024 H1e) H =1 1T T % Fahie i 1 B1e o 2

India-China to Resume Direct Flights by Late October

In a significant step toward normalizing diplomatic and people-to-people exchanges, India and China have agreed to resume
direct air services between designated points in both countries by late October 2025. This development marks a positive turn
in bilateral relations that had witnessed prolonged tensions in recent years. The announcement was made by the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) following technical-level discussions between the civil aviation authorities of the two nations.
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Mirabai Chanu wins silver medal at the 2025 World Championships

Mirabai Chanu made a remarkable comeback by winning a silver medal in the women's 48kg category at the 2025 World
Weightlifting Championships in Ferde, Norway. Her performance not only added another international medal to her medal

tally, but also set new Indian national records in two key categories.

HRTETS = 2025 o Sifoemfi # & uaes sitar
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India’s Best-Ever Medal Haul at World Para Athletics Championships 2025

India achieved its best-ever performance at the World Para Athletics Championships 2025, held in New Delhi, by securing a
total of 18 medals — comprising 6 gold, 7 silver, and 5 bronze. This remarkable feat surpasses the country’s previous record
of 17 medals at the Kobe 2024 Championships, reaffirming India’s growing dominance in global para-sports. The
championship, featuring over 2,000 athletes from 104 countries, marked a historic moment for Indian para-athletics and

showcased the nation’s commitment to inclusivity, excellence, and sports empowerment.

forsr O verei e SfUmmAfdT 2025 § 9RA T 3T 7ok 6T A9 TSk TSI
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Nobel Prize 2025 in Medicine Awarded to Brunkow, Ramsdell & Sakaguchi

The 2025 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been awarded to Mary E Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, and Shimon
Sakaguchi for their pioneering discoveries on peripheral immune tolerance — a fundamental mechanism that keeps the
human immune system from attacking its own tissues. Their work has not only transformed our understanding of how the
immune system is regulated but also opened up new avenues for the treatment of autoimmune diseases, cancer, and

transplant rejection.

FAehT, TP R TeRTTei i FrforedT &1 2025 ST ATeel THERR
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Tamil Nadu Wind Capacity 2025/26

Wind energy capacity utilisation in Tamil Nadu is expected to reach 29.6% in 2025-2026, the highest since 2018-2019. Tamil
Nadu has over 10,000 MW of installed wind energy capacity. Peak wind energy generation typically occurs between May

and October annually.

AT TS ST &HaT 2025/26
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UIDAI Waives Aadhaar Biometric Fees for This Section

In asignificant move aimed at simplifying access to public services, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)
has'waived all charges for Mandatory Biometric Updates (MBUSs) for children aged 7 to 15 years. This waiver, effective from

October 2025, will remain in force for one year, benefiting nearly 6 crore children across India.
FATGSTIATS o 30 G o ToTg TR Srafeen Tk 9T ferat

SIS {3l qeh T 1 STEM ST o6 Ie3d § U Heca Ul haH 3oTd §Y, R (318 T STeeho (TS USTE) 3 7 6
15 9% 3t 31T 3 st o o T sy sTase (qweta) % H+ft 37esh AT o o 2| a8 e, S s1aeer 2025 | wore 2R,
T Y A% TN Tl S 36 9L TR | THTHT 6 FS Soal bl 19 arTl|

Coal India’s First All-Women Central Store Unit Inaugurated

In asignificant stride towards women-led development in India’s industrial sector, South Eastern Coalfields Limited (SECL),
a subsidiary of Coal India Limited (CIL), inaugurated the company’s first fully women-operated Central Store Unit at its
Central Workshop in Korba, Chhattisgarh, on October 2025. The initiative reflects the Government of India’s commitment to
empowering women under the banner of “Nari Shakti se Rashtra Shakti” and forms part of the Special Campaign 5.0 — a

national effort promoting inclusivity, innovation, and good governance across ministries and PSUs.
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Bitcoin Hits All-Time High Above $125,000 Amid Market Optimism

Bitcoin, the world’s largest and most valuable cryptocurrency, surged to a new all-time high of $125,245.57 on October,
2025, marking a 2.7% rise as per Reuters data. This record surpasses the previous peak of $124,480 in August 2025,

reflecting strong institutional demand, favorable U S regulatory developments, and a weaker dollar environment.
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JPMorgan Appoints New EMEA Co-CEOs

In a significant leadership reshuffle, JPMorgan Chase has appointed Conor Hillery and Matthieu Wiltz as Co-Chief
Executive Officers for its operations in Europe, the Middle East, and Africa (EMEA). This move underscores.the bank’s

commitment to expanding its footprint and achieving substantial growth across the EMEA region.
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Nishad, Simran Win Gold at Para Athletics Worlds 2025

India celebrated a landmark achievement at the 2025 World Para Athletics Championships in New Delhi on October 2025, as
Nishad Kumar and Simran Sharma each secured gold medals. Their victories came on a historic day when India claimed four

medals in total, pushing the nation closer to its best-ever performance at the global para athletics stage.
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RBI Unveils Four Major Banking Sector Reforms

In a landmark regulatory shift, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed four key measures to modernize and strengthen
India’s banking system. These reforms, announced on October 2025, aim to align Indian banking practices with global

standards, enhance financial resilience, and support sectors like MSMEs and housing through calibrated capital requirements.
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Endangered Species Protection

The Tamil Nadu government has sanctioned 1 crore for conserving four lesser-known endangered species: lion-tailed
macaque, Madras hedgehog, striped hyena, and hump-headed mahseer. ¥48.5 lakh has been allocated to the lion-tailed
macaque, an endangered primate native to the Western Ghats. The Madras hedgehog, found in semi-arid regions of Tamil

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala, will receive ¥20.5 lakh for conservation.
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Indian Peacekeepers Honoured for Dedicated Service by UNISFA

Indian peacekeepers serving in the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) were recently honoured for
their outstanding service in the disputed Abyei region between Sudan and South Sudan. At a formal medal parade ceremony,
the Acting Head of Mission and Force Commander of UNISFA, Maj Gen Robert Yaw Affram, praised the dedication and
professionalism of the Indian Battalion (INDBATT).
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India Launches 5 Species Projects During Wildlife Week 2025

Wildlife Week 2025 was marked by a major conservation push, with the Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav
launching five new national projects focused on endangered species and human—wildlife conflict management. Themed
“Human—Wildlife Coexistence,” the celebrations took place at IGNFA, Dehradun, and highlighted India’s commitment to

sustainable wildlife conservation through innovation, collaboration, and community participation.
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Iran Approves Currency Redenomination to Tackle Inflation

In a major monetary reform, Iran’s parliament has approved a plan to remove four zeros from its national currency, the rial,
in a phased transition over the coming years. The move is aimed at simplifying everyday transactions and financial

statements in the wake of prolonged inflation exceeding 35%, which has severely devalued the rial.
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Sanju Samson Named EPL Ambassador for India

In a first-of-its-kind appointment, Indian cricketer Sanju Samson has been named the official ambassador for the English
Premier League (EPL) in India. The move marks a major step in the EPL’s strategy to expand its presence in the Indian

subcontinent by leveraging local sports icons with pan-India appeal.
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BWF World Junior Championships 2025 Begin in Guwahati

After a gap of 17 years, the BWF World Junior Championships return to India, marking a major milestone for Indian
badminton. The prestigious tournament, featuring the world’s best young shuttlers, is being held in Guwahati, Assam, on
October, 2025. This is the second time India is hosting the event—the first being in Pune in 2008—and it reaffirms the

country’s growing role as a global badminton hub.
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PayPal Onboards India’s UPI as First Payments System Partner



In a landmark development for global digital payments, PayPal CEO Alex Chriss announced that India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) has become the first payments system partner to be integrated into PayPal World, the company’s newly
launched global payments platform. The partnership marks a significant milestone for both PayPal and India’s fintech
ecosystem, further enhancing UPI’s global footprint and demonstrating its transformative role in the digital payments

landscape.
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Second Mahout Village

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated the second mahout village at Kozhikamuthi Elephant Camp in Anamalai Tiger
Reserve. The first mahout village in India was established earlier in 2025 at Theppakadu in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. A

solar-powered microgrid was installed by the State Planning Commission at a cost of ¥3.5 crore.
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Cabinet Approves ¥24,634-Crore Railway Multitracking Projects Across Four States

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved four major railway multitracking projects worth 24,634
crore across Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Chhattisgarh. These projects will add 894 route kilometres (rkm) to
the Indian Railways network, enabling the transport of an additional 78 million tonnes of freight annually. The move is aimed

at strengthening India’s logistics capacity, improving passenger and freight connectivity, and boosting economic growth.
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India Achieves Record Solar & Wind Generation in Early 2025



In a landmark development for India’s energy transition, the country generated record levels of solar and wind power in the

first half of 2025, as per a report by the energy think-tank Ember. This surge not only increased the share of clean energy but

also helped reduce power sector emissions by 24 million tonnes compared to the same period in 2024.
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WTO Cuts 2026 Trade Forecast, Ups 2025 Outlook Amid Tariff Shifts

The World Trade Organization (WTO) has issued a significant revision to its global trade outlook, sharply reducing the 2026
growth forecast for merchandise trade volume to just 0.5%, down from its earlier estimate of 1.8%. This cut reflects the
delayed effects of recent US tariffs and broader signs of a cooling global economy. However, the outlook for 2025 has

improved, with the WTO upgrading its forecast to 2.4%, up from just 0.9% in August.
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Khaled El-Enany Set to Become First Arab UNESCO Chief

Dr Khaled El-Enany, Egypt’s former Minister of Tourism and Antiquities, is on the cusp of making history as the first Arab
Director-General of UNESCO. On October, 2025, the UNESCO Executive Board backed his nomination with an
overwhelming majority, making him the front-runner ahead of the final vote by UNESCO’s 194-member General
Conference in November 2025. If confirmed, El-Enany will succeed Audrey Azoulay of France and assume office in early
2026 for a four-year term, leading one of the world’s most influential organizations for education, science, culture, and

heritage.
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Laszl6 Krasznahorkai Wins the 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature for His Visionary Oeuvre



The Nobel Prize in Literature 2025 has been awarded to Laszlo Krasznahorkai, the celebrated Hungarian novelist renowned
for his dense, poetic, and apocalyptic prose. The Swedish Academy honored him “for his compelling and visionary oeuvre
that, in the midst of apocalyptic terror, reaffirms the power of art.” Krasznahorkai’s works delve into the depths of human

despair, chaos, and beauty, marking him as one of the most distinctive voices in contemporary world literature.
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NPCI Launches Biometric and Wearable Glass Authentication for UPI Payments

In a landmark development for India’s digital finance ecosystem, the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), in
collaboration with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), has unveiled biometric and wearable glass-based authentication for UPI
(Unified Payments Interface) transactions. Announced at the Global Fintech Fest 2025 in Mumbai, the new system allows
users to authenticate payments using facial recognition or fingerprints linked to their Aadhaar — potentially replacing the

traditional 4- or 6-digit UPI PIN.
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Oncology Healthcare in TN

Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme spent 142 crore on oncology treatments in 2023.
The 'spending rose to €147 crore in 2024 and reached T84 crore till August 2025. The scheme covers medical, surgical, and
radiation oncology with internationally approved treatment protocols. There are 183 hospitals empanelled for medical

oncology and 171 for surgical oncology under the scheme.
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Viksit Bharat Strategy Room Inaugurated at LBSNAA

In a significant step toward strengthening data-driven governance and evidence-based policymaking, NITI Aayog in
collaboration with the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA), Mussoorie, inaugurated the
Viksit Bharat Strategy Room (VBSR) and announced the winners of the Use Case Challenge Awards under the NITI for

States initiative.
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India’s First Bullet Train to Run by August 2027

India is preparing to enter a new era of high-speed rail connectivity, with the country’s first bullet train expected to become
operational by August 2027, according to Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. The announcement was made at the first-
ever Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference in‘Mehsana, Gujarat, marking a major milestone in India’s journey toward

becoming a Viksit Bharat (Developed India).
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India-UK Joint Statement 2025 Highlights Strategic Cooperation

Marking a key milestone in bilateral relations, India and the United Kingdom issued a comprehensive Joint Statement on
October 2025, following the official visit of UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer to India. This was Prime Minister Starmer’s
first visit to India and reciprocated Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s July 2025 visit to the UK, where the historic India—UK

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the Vision 2035 roadmap were signed.
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Rishi Sunak Joins Microsoft and Anthropic as Adviser

Former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has taken on new roles in the global technology sector by joining Microsoft and

Anthropic, a leading artificial intelligence company, as a senior adviser. These part-time, non-policy roles will see Sunak



offering strategic guidance on macroeconomic and geopolitical trends, further marking his transition from public office to

international corporate engagement.
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Bumrah Becomes First Indian Pacer with 50 Matches Across All Format

In a landmark moment for Indian cricket, Jasprit Bumrah etched his name in the record books by becoming the first Indian
fast bowler to play 50 Test matches across all international formats. The feat was achieved during the second Test match
against the West Indies at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi on October, 2025. This milestone solidifies Bumrah’s legacy as

one of India’s finest modern pacers.
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HDFC Bank Launches “My Business QR”

In a'move that merges digital identity with payment acceptance, HDFC Bank has introduced “My Business QR”, a first-of-

-its-kind commerce identity QR tailored for small businesses. Unveiled at Global Fintech Fest (GFF) 2025, this innovation
aims to help retailers make an easy shift from offline to online commerce while enhancing their discoverability, customer

engagement, and payment capabilities.
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Chola-era inscriptions

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) documented 10 Chola-era inscriptions from the Vedapureeswarar Shiva temple at
Therizhandhur in Mayiladuthurai district. Two inscriptions, dated to the 34th and 44th regnal years of Kulottunga Chola I. It

records a grant of five gold coins to Brahmins for lighting lamps in the temple.
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India Launched National Red List to Biodiversity Conservation Till 2030

In a landmark initiative for biodiversity conservation, India launched its National Red List Roadmap and Vision 2025-2030
at the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025. The event, held at the Asia Pavilion, witnessed the official unveiling by

Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Kirti Vardhan Singh.
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Buddha’s Relics to Visit Russia’s Kalmykia for First Time

In a significant step toward promoting India’s spiritual heritage and diplomacy, the Government of India has announced that
the sacred relics of Lord Buddha will be sent to Russia’s Kalmykia Republic for the first-ever public exposition. The event,
to be held in Elista, the capital of Kalmykia, will run on October 2025, aiming to bless the local Buddhist population and

strengthen spiritual and cultural connections.
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Delhi Declaration Elevates Global South Cities at COP30

With climate diplomacy increasingly focused on implementation on the ground, cities are asserting their role as frontline
actors. The Delhi Declaration on Local Action for Global Climate Goals, adopted on October, 2025, at the first ARISE Cities
Forum in New Delhi, marks a landmark moment. It amplifies the urban voice of the Global South, demanding that local

governments be recognized as partners in the global climate regime.
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Castrol India MD Resigns, Interim CEO Appointed

Castrol India, a major player in the lubricant sector, is undergoing a leadership transition. Kedar Lele, the current Managing
Director, is set to step down at the end of December 2025 to explore new opportunities. In his place, the company has
appointed Saugata Basuray as Interim CEQO, starting January 2026, while he retains his existing role as Wholetime Director

& Head of B2C Sales.
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SBI aims to enhance gender diversity, increase female workforce to 30% by 2030

The bank is taking measures to bridge the gap and achieve its medium-term goal of 30% women in its workforce, says Mr
Poludasu. State Bank of India (SBI), the country's largest lender, has devised a strategy to boost gender diversity, aiming to

increase its women workforce to 30% within five years.
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Filmfare Awards 2025

The 70th Filmfare Awards 2025 celebrated the best of Hindi cinema at a glittering event held at EKA Arena, Kankaria Lake,
Ahmedabad. The grand evening was hosted by Shah Rukh Khan, along with Karan Johar and Maniesh Paul. The ceremony
saw breathtaking performances by Shah Rukh Khan, Kriti Sanon, and Kajol, among others. The highlight of the night was
Kiran Rao’s Laapataa Ladies, which swept 13 awards, equalling the record set by Gully Boy in 2020.
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Formation of Heritage Commission



The Madras High Court ordered the Tamil Nadu government to constitute the Tamil Nadu Heritage Commission (TNHC)
within four weeks. The court noted the commission was still not formed despite the TNHC Act being brought into force on
March 12, 2024, after a 12-year delay. The commission is meant to protect heritage buildings not covered under national or

state archaeological laws.
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Three Indian Ports Named Green Hydrogen Hubs

India has taken a significant step toward building a future-ready green energy ecosystem by designating three major ports as
Green Hydrogen Hubs. The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), under the framework of the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, has formally recognised Deendayal Port (Gujarat), V O Chidambaranar Port (Tamil Nadu), and Paradip

Port (Odisha) as focal points for green hydrogen production, distribution, and usage.
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Siddi Tribal Community Achieves 72% Literacy Rate

In a notable recognition of tribal advancement, the President of India recently lauded the Siddi tribal community for
achieving a literacy rate exceeding 72%. This is a significant milestone for a group listed under Particularly Vulnerable

Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and reflects ongoing efforts to uplift marginalized communities through education and inclusion.
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Palau Hosts World’s First Live Underwater Interview



In a historic first, Palau’s President, Surangel Whipps Jr., conducted a live underwater interview beneath the Pacific Ocean.

This novel broadcast employed Li-Fi technology—which transmits data via light rather than traditional radio waves—to

spotlight ocean conservation, climate threats, and the existential risks that small island nations like Palau face.
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Forest Rangers Honored with 2025 International Ranger Awards

Forest rangers—often the first and last line of defense for global biodiversity—were honored at the 2025 International
Ranger Awards, recognizing their unmatched courage and unwavering service to wildlife protection and forest conservation.
The awards, presented by the [IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), highlighted the often-overlooked

sacrifices rangers make in safeguarding the world’s most fragile ecosystems.
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Sonali Sen Gupta Appointed RBI Executive Director

In a’key leadership update, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed Sonali Sen Gupta as its new Executive Director
(ED) with effect from October, 2025. With over 30 years of experience at the central bank, Sen Gupta brings deep expertise

in multiple policy and regulatory areas crucial to India’s financial system.
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Private Sector Candidates Eligible for SBI MD, PSU ED Roles

In a major policy shift aimed at reforming leadership in public sector banking, the Government of India has opened top
management roles in public sector banks (PSBs) — including a Managing Director (MD) post in State Bank of India (SBI)
— to private sector candidates. This change marks a significant departure from the tradition of appointing only internal

candidates from within PSBs for such key roles.
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Revenue Department Day

The Tamil Nadu government has designated July month, the first day of the Fasli year, as ‘Revenue Department Day’. Fasli
is a traditional agricultural calendar system that begins on July month each year in the Gregorian calendar. It is used for land
revenue, updating village records, Jamabandi events, and crop audit reports. The Fasli system originated during the Mughal

period and was retained by colonial administrators.
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